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LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY UPDATE

Legislature is scheduled to reconvene on
January 11, 2017.

In preparation, the League of Municipalities held
Its Advocacy Goals Conference on October 23,
2016.

— 28 goals submitted, narrowed down to 15

— 3 goals submitted by the League’s Regulatory
Action Committee (several UNRBA member
jurisdictions have representatives on the RAC)



APPROVED GOALS OF INTEREST TO OUR MEMBERSHIP:

* Oppose legislation that interferes with local
management or ownership of local assets.

» Seek legislation eliminating municipalities’ repayment of
water- and sewer- growth related fees that have been
previously collected, and providing municipalities with
the authority to assess the level of fees and charges
necessary for continued growth and economic
development in the future.

» Seek legislation to increase state-level funding for
municipal infrastructure needs.

e Support legislation that recognizes that management of
a public utility is best determined by the local owning
entity due to their consideration of financing,
engineering, and regulatory responsibilities.



RAC RECOMMENDED GOAL THAT DID NOT MAKE THE TOP 15:

e Support solutions addressing established use impairments
In waters that are based on current site-specific data and
analysis, assign responsibility proportionate to the source,
and equitably hold accountable all contributors.

There was some discussion of this goal when it was presented.
Reinforced in my mind the importance of the need for education
on the requirements of the CWA and the work that an
organization like the UNRBA is doing.



3. HB44/SL2015-246 section 13—RESTRICTIONS ON BUFFERS

« Key language:



The EMC Water Quality Committee inquired about
compliance with the SL at its September 7, 2016 meeting.

In response, DWR sent an e-mail to a number of local
government jurisdictions, including Durham, inquiring how
each jurisdiction planned to comply with the SL.

City of Durham submitted a response on October 10, 2016
indicating that it would continue to enforce its buffer
requirements as they are required by the City’s Stormwater
NPDES permit.

Apparently, DEQ agrees with that position since it has
informed at least one local government of the following:
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